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CICERO pro ARCH 


c ftudia adoleſcentiam alunt, ſeneftutem oblefant ; ſecun- 


das res ornant, adverſis perfugium ſolatium prebent 
| deleflant domi, non impediunt foris; pernottant nobiſtum, 
peregrinautur, ruſticantur. 5 
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are Dm not a little 
| unreaſonable | in tl | 


duce, and the latin to ima 
ig pleaſe at any rate. 


on the 5. hand, no ſingle man is | 
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up ht controuling t ions of all I 
| .other,. the world no title to demand, „ 
ſtmat the. whole care and time of any particular „ 
. | be ſacrificed to its entertainment. 

5 cannot but e tha | 


LE | readers are under ons, 


ual oblig a or. a8 much 


flame, or pleaſure, as each affords the other. 5 | 
Every one acknowledges, it would be Wh 4 
6A: to expect ection in any work 85 _  . 7 
id yet one would think t was ta be. | e 
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3 ill plac d; Poetry and Criticiſm being by no 


means the univerſal concern of the world, but on- 
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judgment, 
both that and 
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N well ! bred to pes wy 1 7 Aa truth; which ge. e 
their Be okiallers are the firſt that inform 


have ſpent 


too much of to apa 7 to any profeſſion 
= which micht tter ft their talents; and till ſuch 


dlents as they have are ſo far diſcredited as to 0 be but 
=: f ſonal: ſervice to them. 


the eputation os a man ge- 
1 s upon the firſt ſteps he makes in 
he world, and people will eſtabliſh their opinion = ha Fs 
of us, from what we do at that ſeaſon when we 
© have leaſt judg MES 
| On t her hand, 1E looner com- 
| municates his work a gl th t f e ſan e e deſire 0 | g 
N mation, but it is imagin'd he is a vain young 
3 creature given up to the ambition of fame; when | 
| 1 poor man 15 all the while trembling "x4 
1 f he is made 1 3 
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thoſe are ce a 45 it th are not table to follow 
| it: And 't ear d that eſteem will ſeldom 1 
any man ſo much good, as ill-will does him hs 
3 hen there is à third daſs of people who male mpg 
EN... the largeſt part of mankind, thoſe of ordi Co 
+ Sk indifferent capacities; and theſe | TO. 
ng hate, or ſuf undred roneſt OS | 
„„ dread him as a wit, a! undred in- = 
5 5 nocent women as a — en In a word; whatever 
"= give up all the reaſonable e aims of 11 it. There 
8 dre indeed ſome ad vantages accruin ing . w a Ge- 
4 nius to Poetry, and they are all I can think o 
I - _ the a apr r of ſelf-amuſement-when a man 
1 idle or alone; T the privilege of | | 
the ſt compan 7: and t TO. 
| wg as many Careleſs. things as other 5 
3 | out being ſo ſeverely remark d upc 
>< - _ aebrleve; if any one, early in | 
#T 8 mplate the dangerous fate of aut 
3 1 1 5 
| arfare upon e 


grea 
1 be given t 
8 from flattei 
be certain of 1 it 
— ae knowing, 1 


| * — 9555 of the 4014 f 18 ſuch, that to at- 
tempt to ſerve it (any way) one muſt have the 
conſtancy of a martyr, and a reſolution to ſuffer 
for its ſake. 1 confeſs it was want of conſiderati- 
on that made me an author; I writ becauſe it 
amuſed me; 1 corrected becauſe it was as plea- 
fant to me to correct as to write; and T publiſh'd 
becauſe I was told I might pleaſe ſuch as it was a 
credit to pleaſe. To what degree I have done 
this, I am really ignorant; I had too much 
D fondneſs for my productions to judge of them 
art firſt, and hs much judgment to be pleas'd 
with them at laſt. But I have reaſon to chin 
they can have no reputation which will conti- 
nue long, or which deſerves to do ſo: for they 
have 5 ach fallen ſhore not only 'of what T 
read of others, but even of my own Ideas of 
: Poetry. | 
If any one and; imagine I am not in earneſt 
I defire him to reflect, that the Ancients (to fay 
the leaſt of them) had as much Genius as we; 
and that to take more pains, and employ more 
time, cannot fail to produce more complete pieces. 
They conſtantly apply d themſelves not only to 
that art, but to that ſingle branch of an art, to 
which their talent was moſh powerfully bent; and 
it was the buſineſs of their lives to correct and fi- 
niſh their works for poſterity. If we can pretend 
to have uſed the ſame induſtry, let us expect the 
ſame immortality : Tho' if we took the ſame care, 
= ſhould {till lic under a farther misfortune : they 


N t ay writ 
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writ in agen that became univerſal and ever- 
laſting, while ours are extremely limited both in 
extent, and in duration. A mighty foundation for 
our pride! | when the utmoſt we can hope, is but to 
be read in one Iſland, and to be thrown aſide at 
the end of one Age. | 
All that is left us is to 0 our ir produ- 
Ctions by the imitation of the Ancients: and it will 
be found true, that in every age, the higheſt cha- 
racter for ſenſe and learning — been obtain'd by 
thoſe who have been moſt indebted to them. For 
to fay truth, whatever is very good ſenſe muſt 
have been common ſenſe in all times; and what 
we call Learning, is but the knowledge of the ſenſe 
of our predeceſſors. Therefore they who ſay our 
thoughts are not our own. becauſe they reſemble 
the Ancients, may as well ſay our faces are not 
our own, becauſe they are like our Fathers: And 
indeed it is very unreaſonable, that people ſhould 
expect us to be Scholars, and yet be angry to find 
us ſo. 

I᷑ fairly confeſs. that 1 have ſervd my ſelf all 
1 could by reading; that I made uſe of the 
judgment of authors dead and living; that I o- 
mitted no means in my power to be inform'd of 
my errors, both by my friends and enemies; and 
that I expect not to be excus'd in any negligence 


on account of youth, want of leiſure, or any other 


idle allegations: But the true reaſon theſe pieces 
are not more correct, is owing to the conſiderati- 
on how ſhort a time n an I, have to live: One 


may 
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may be aſhamed to conſume half one's days in 
bringing ſenſe and rhyme together; and what 


Critic can be ſo unreaſonable as not to leave a man 
- time enough for any more ſerious employment, or 
moe agreeable amuſement?: _ 
_ The only plea I ſhall uſe for the favour of the 
publick, is, that I have as great a reſpect for it, as 


moſt authors have for themſelves: and that IJ have 


ſacrificed much of my own ſelf-love for its ſake, in 


preventing not only many mean things from ſee- 


ing the light, but many which I thought tolera- 


ble. I believe no one qualification is fo likely 


to make a good writer, as the power of rejecting 


his own thoughts; and it muſt be this (if any 


thing) that can give me a chance to be one. For 


what I have publiſh'd, I can only hope to be par- 


don'd ; but for what IT have burn'd, I deſerve to 


be prais d. On this account the world is under 


| ſome obligation to me, and owes me the juſtice 


in return, to look upon no verſes as mine that 


are not inſerted in this collection. And perhaps 
nothing could make it worth my while to own 
what are really ſo, but to avoid the imputation 


of ſo many dull and immoral things, as partly by 
malice, and partly by ignorance, have been aſcri- 
bed to me. I muſt farther acquit my ſelf of the 


preſumption of having lent my name to recom- 
mend any Miſcellanies, or works of other men, a 


thing I never thought becoming a perſon who has 


hardly credit enough to anſwer for his own. 
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ting my pieces, I am al- 
together uncertain, whether to look upon my ſelf 
as a man building a monument, or burying 
777. ̃ĩ˙ Don 8 
If time ſhall make it the former, may theſe 
Poems (as long as they laſt) remain as a teſtimo- 
ny, that their Author never made his talents ſub- 
ſervient to the mean and unworthy ends of Party 
or ſelf-intereſt ; the gratification of publick pre- 
Judices, or private paſſions; the flattery of the un- 
deſerving, or the inſult of the unfortunate. If I 
have written well, let it be conſider'd that tis 
what no man can do without good ſenſe, a qua- 
| lity that not only renders one capable of being 
a good writer, but a good man. And if I have 
made any acquiſition in the opinion of any one 
under the notion of the former, let it be continued 
to me under no other title than that of the latter, 
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But if this publication be only a more ſolemn _ 


funeral of my Remains, I deſire it may be known 
that I die in charity, and in my ſenſes; without 
any murmurs againſt: the juſtice: of this age, or 
any mad appeals to poſterity. I declare J ſhall 
think the world in the right, and quietly ſubmit 
to gyery truth which time ſhall diſcover to the 
Prejudice of theſe writings; not ſo much as wiſh- 
ing ſo irratiqnal a thing, as that every body ſhould 
be deceiv'd, meerly for my credit. However, I 
deſire it may then be conſider d, that there are very 
few things in this collection which were not written 
under the age of five and twenty; ſo that my youth 


may 
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may be made (as it never 1 0 to be i in . 
a 264 of compaſſic jon. That I was never ſo concern'e 
about my works as to vindicate them in print, be- 


lieving if any thing was good it would defend it- 


ſelf, and what was bad could never be defended. 
That I uſed no artifice to raiſe or continue a repu- 


tation, depreciated no dead author I was obli ged 
no living one with unjuſt praiſe, in- 


| fulted no adyerfary with ill language, or when 1 


to, brib | 


could not attack a Rival's works, encourag'd re- 
rts againſt his Morals. To conclude, if this vo- 


ume periſh, let it ſerve as a warning to the Cri- 


tics, not to take too much pains for the f uture to 
deſtroy ſuch things as will die of themſelves; and 


a Memento mori to ſome of my vain cotemporaries 
the Poets, to teach them that when real merit is 


wanting, it avails nothing to have been encourag d 


by the great, commended by the eminent, and fa- 


vour d by the publick i in Fang 1 
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TH age decay d, with Courts and bus neſß tird, 
aring for nothing but what Eaſe requir'd ; 


| Too dully ſerious for the Muſe's ſport, _ g 
And from the Critics ſafe arriv'd in Port; 5 
I little thought of latin ching f forth a 1 5 
Amidſt adventrous rovers of V 
And after ſo much umdeſerv'd acceſs, | R 
Thus hanqading: at laſt to make it _ We 
; is 0 Flows th cine, 1 
1 ſel a Subject for | V 

| Ignorance honour d, Wit and Worth def e 
"Ry triumphant, and ev'n lomer blam'd! % pa bar 
But to this Genius, join d with much Art, 
Such various Learnin ag mix'd in evry Part, „ 

| Apollo bids it, 3 
And yet ſo wonderful, ſi . 
As. the great Thad, ſcare? EY. 
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5 And, in each verſe, he 3 FFW ag... 
9 For none haye writ (whatever they pretend) 
WWS Singly to raiſe a Patron or a Frienſdzjzü : 
* Unt whatſoe er the theme or object be, F 
Some commendations to themſelves Melt. 1 
5 I) ben let us find, in your dregoing page, | 1705 be. 8 „ 
The celebrating Noe, of the ._ WP ag og I 
* Nor by injurious ſcruples think PF on ö 
Io hide their Judgments who. p aud your CS i 
; | But let their pens, to o yours, the! en . : 
| Who ftrive for you as Greece fo 8 „„ ‚œ( 


hilſt he who beſt your Poet 


5 e Aſſerts his own, b ſympathy 5 2 IP ane 
s = Panegyrick verſe does not infoi GEE wer i... 
5 . never well can pr le what 1 admire, A 5 Le 
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Dor let the Critic, there his skill unfold, . ES | 


But gently drop unſel in y e 1 3 
Go on, to gain applat es by deſert; 5 . 1 
Inform the head, whilſt you diſſolve the h * 
 Inflame oh Soldier with harmoniqus rage, 12 e | 
ung, and gravely warm the e 
A To 3 verſe, the Female race, by. wo Tt 


And give their darling paſſion, . courtly grace. by, 


' Deſcribe the Foreſt ſtill in rural ſtrains, ff. a 
With vernal ſweets. ſh-breathing from W N 


Vour Tales. be eaſy, e andigay, Les . 7 
Nor all the Poet in that part diſplay; i 0 


For Boccace thus, and Chancer tales have told. : 


Sooth, as you only can, each differing taſte, | 

And for the future charm as in the FFV 
Then ſhould the verſe of ey ry artful hand . 8 1 
Before your numbers eminently ſtand ; ML ns oh Ta. ” 
In you no vanity could thence be ſhown, VVV „ 
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| Unlefs, ſince ſhort in beauty of your o- nm 


Some envious ſcribler might in ſpight declare, )%%%ͤ ad 

That for compariſon you plac d em there. „ . 

But Envy could not againſt you ſacceed, 7s 1 

Tis not from friends that write, or foes that real; 1 

Cenſure or Praiſe muſt from our ſelves proceed. C C 
: ) | . 0 . ; 6 ; Wo | | | 
85 CER ES 

| | ; * FAS, FLECE 


6's 
* {vx 

1 * 1 4 

k 4 17 
n % 1 4 * 
ae 1 "2 1057 

* 12 n * 

» 7 4 Nenn "+ 


VS 
* __ 


doe few dare gn 


. 
F * 


ng, ye ji 
"Unlike Ni 


— 


. 


r | = > $4 


vs 
oz 


R 


7 


$ 


b, \ £4 
© * 


. 
© 


ly 
Dec 
2 5 
unch 


ce 
15 


it 
8 


. 


ik 


7 
* 


— 


More 
In 


, 
et 


A 


* 


e — 
1 [FS A 


P 


„ 


n 


® 


{ 
# 
5 


* 


* 
o 


oy 


ere 
and 


-afures 
out {| 


ea 
ed 


7 


a 


And Latta 1 8 


£ 
2 


5 Fappy the man, bo ft brit ings uy. 


Thrice | happy you! 8: | 


WG. Amidſt the rural joysyou 5 f 
. Id. as my 14 ag and. 7 5 . 
Niere on the . . 
O joyleſs flood! 0 rough WED : TT 
| Border'd with weeds, and es 
i 5 et me ne er flow lik e th 5 8 15 | „ 
My fad example, or, my wretched 8 1 
5 Like Dombaſt e 5 — 


„ vainly daſh, 


n 


F 1 About like ql bles noi A 30) 
And all extreams ; are bn, 77 5 
5 And ſhelter me in 2 's fragrant V I * 


p 
Li 
BY 
4 — 
N ? * 
4 
: . 
* * 
4 * 
ro '2 * 
- + - 
®. n 
N 
ne $ hy 
1 86 
1 1 fe 1 94 
N n 


$91 > Wo. , ; 
bo Pb 
W- 4 


1 


4 43S; 


ane * 


1 3 a 
That Maro tau 
Led ty hw Muſe from 
1 ſtretch⸗ 
Ah! how I melt 
His gawdy robes | 
And ev'ry feather | 
1 e the prancit | 


we " 


3 


He ae he's gone? 


— LA 


* 


In diff rent colo 
Murmur along their 
4 they murm 


„ 4 


* 


here joy to loſe their 


OY - 


And make 


N 8 
7 6% 


SEIIDS . 28515 
* & mY. : 16. A * N arm 1 65 5 


4 5 ik ak 


4 


\ 


d, What — a FE | 

Befit theſe harps to ſound, ee to hear dna bu 1dO - I 

Reply d the God; bis 14} DEG 3 T 5 ; 

| To fing young Folens, and, h. uon 0 1 
| F he wond'rous 3 — with, 13 ont Alb wif 

y Retiring frequent ta | 

I warbled to the,L „ 

93 Which, nnobſery? d, a Wanchring Greet, and blind)  - MM 

HUeard me repeat, and treaſur d in his mind : | 

And, fird with thirſt of more than mortal Yaiſe, CR 1 

F . . © the God of Wit, uſurp'd. the bays. CE oy c 


But let vain Greece indulge her growing fame, „ ANOE. 3 
i 5 Proud with celeſtial ſpoils to grace W | 
| Vet when my arts ſhall triumph in the Weſ r, 
And the white Iſle with fema j 

Fame, I foreſee, will 
ru And the Tranſlator's 
| pt With leſs regret my 


by I : * 
NN 3 
? * 72 N = 3 2 % c 1 gy 8 . 
7 „ Re 

A E 70 4 7 : Wu 

Fx x20 . be 8 
0 VV 
ö " ene 


, | IN [OLED EE as Ye ” 57 1 2 ö 
n " bx { 45 af te > 


7 5 5 3 8 


» 
„ 
* 
I * 
* 
. 
— 
. 
* 
* m4 N 
3 
* * " 
" n 
? 4 
a , 
d r 
"AD 
6, 4 ” z 
mo 


0 praiſe, an 


A Bard triamph: 
The Learn'd to the « Wand,, 
Vet ſtill preſerve. province f the Join, x n OF 

What life, what vigour muſk the lines-r 5 

-Whar Muſic tune-them, ve | „„ „ 8 

O might thy Genius in my 5; 5 7; SO 
Thou ſhouldſt not rs worthy chine; ff q 


The brighteſt == Ws at once agree, . 5 ES 0 


To ſing within my lays, and ſing of BR 5 I 
Horace himſelf you'd own thou do RE + 
In candid arts to play Faces / ( a 


Ovid himſelf might wiſh to ſing the Dame. 
Whom Mindſör-Foreſt ſees a glidin ſtream: 09> #7 woe PONY | 
On ſilver feet, with annual Oſier crown'd,. „ „ . e 
| she runs for ever thro Poetic OR EIT WET 7: 
= How flame the glories of Belindas Hair, „ 
| Made by thy Muſe the envy of 
| Leſs ſhone the treſſes Agypr's Princeſs wore, TFA 1 
Which ſweet Callimachus ſo %%% k nn 
NNeerre courtly trifles ſets the world at odd: 


\ 


the Fair? : „ 1 


* Belles war with Beaus, and Whims d — © 0 


The new Machines, in names of ri ri 7 1 | 
5 Mock the grave frenzy of the Chi i | | 
But know, ye fair, a 1 


The 8 ylphs and Gnomes hey ys a we heart. „%% ṹ rRſHgx; 1 
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PASTORAL POETRY. 


H E R E are not, © Nie a greater 
number of any fort of verſes than of 
MM thoſe which are called Paſtorals, nor a 

"4 ſmaller, than of thoſe which are truly fo. It 

therefore ſeems neceſſary to give ſome account of 

this kind of Poem, and it is my deſign to com- 
prize in this ſhort paper the ſubſtance of thoſe 
numerous diſſertations the Criticks have made on 

: the ſubject, without omitting any of their rules 

in my own favour. Tou will alſo find ſome ; 

points reconciled, about which they ſeem to dif- 
fer, and a few remarks which I think have eſca- 
ped their obſervation. | 

'The original of Poetry 1s aſcribed to that age 

which nccegted the creation of the world : And 


„ ry as 


* : * 


neſs and paſſion, but that ſhort and flowing: = 
_ expreſſion humble, yet as pure as the langu age will 
afford]; neat, but not florid; eaſy, and _ lively. 


-& Discovrsr 1 


as the 1 of flocks ſeems to have been the fir * 


employment of mankind, the moſt ancient ſort of 
poetry was probably paſtoral. *Tis natural to 
imagine, that the leiſure of . thoſe ancient ſhep- 


. herds requiring ſome diverſion, none was ſo pro- 


per to tht * n? life as ſinging ; and that in 
che . CTA elebrate their 


felifity. / | hence a Poem was invented 3 
Aa — improv d to a perfect image of = 


that happy time; which by giving us an eſteem TY 
for the virtues of a former age, might recom- - 


mend them to the preſent. And ſince the life of ©. 
ſhephe . N Was attended with more tranquillity "* 


than-any-other rural employment, the Poets Choſe . 
to introduce their Perſons, from whom it receiv d 1 


the name of 8 7 5 
1 Paſtoral 18. an Xn, ee of the action f 4 


ſhepherd; the form ME, f this, mation. 18 drama- 
tic, or narrative, or mi id o* both; the fable 


ſimple, the manners not too polite nor too ruſtic: : 
The thoughts are plain, yet admit a little quick - 


in ſhort, the fable, manners, thoug ghts, and expret | 1 


nk, are full of the greateſt ſimplicity'1 in nature 
The com plete character of this poem conſiſts 


in ſimplicity, brevity; and delicacy; the two firſt 


of which Faker an 1 Glo, natural, and the laſt 
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If we would copy N ature, it may be uſeful tb 
ably this conſideration along with us, that paſto- 
ral is an image of what they call the Golden age. 
80 that we are not to deſcribe our ſhepherds as 
ſhepherds at this day really are, but as they may 
be conceiv'd then to have been; when a notion 
of quality was annex d to that name, and the 

"0 beſt of men follow'd the employment. To carry 
_  *this reſemblance yet farther, that Air of piety to | 
the Gods ſhould ſhine thro* the Poem, which fo 
a *. e appears in all the works of antiquity: And 
it ought to preſerve ſome reliſh of the old way 
of writing; the connections ſhould be looſe, the 
narrations and deſcriptions ſhort, and the periods 
conciſe. Yet it is not ſufficient that the ſen- 
tences only be brief, the whole Eclogue ſhould 
be ſo too. For we cannot ſuppoſe Poetry to have 
been the buſineſs of the ancient eee but 
their recreation at vacant hours. 
But with a reſpect to the N age, nothing 
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than when ſome Knowledge in rural affairs is 
diſcover d. This may be made to appear rather 
done by chance than on deſign, and ſometimes is 

beſt ſhewn by inference; leſt by too much ſtudy 

to ſeem natural, we deſtroy the delight. For 

what is inviting * this ſort of poetry (as Fonte- 
nelle obſerves) proceeds not ſo much from the 

Idea of a country life itſelf, as from that of its 

Tranquillity. We muſt therefore uſe ſome illu- 

rin to render a Paſtoral delightful; and this lt 

C tilts 


more conduces to make theſe compoſures natural, 
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aids in expoſing the beſt fide only d 
ther, but a regard mut be had to the 


ſides, in each of them a deſign 


is to be preſented to our view, Which thould like- 
. wiſe have its variety. 


ful digreſnons, but thoſe ſhort; ſometimes by in- 
ſiſting a little eee ee and laſtly by 


numbers extremely 
the numbers themſelves, tho 


cf Paſtoral, And ſince the inſtructions 


in whom it is acknowledg'd fo to be. *Tis there- 
fore from the practice of Theocretus and Viral, 
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its neten Nor ; 18 5 


life, and in concea ling 
enough to introduoe thepherds diſcourſing tage- 
abject; 


in itſelif, 


it -oontain ſome 


that 
and that it be different in every Exlogue. Be. 


particular beauty 


d ſcene or 


his Variety 3 is obtain d in 
reat degree by frequent compariſons, drawn 
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2 the moſt agreeable objects of the country; 


by interrogations to things inanimate; by beauti- 


elegant turns on the words, which render the. 
ſweet and Plealing. As for 
are properly 
of the heroic meaſure, they ſhould be the ſmootheſt, 
the moſt eaſy and flowing amaginable. 
Tt is by rules like theſe that we ought to zudge | 
given for 
any art are to be deliver'd as that art is in 
ion, they mult of neceſſity be deriv'd from thoſe | 


0 the only undiſputed authors of Paſtoral) r 


the Criticks have drawn the foregoing notions 
concerning it. 


Thencritus excells ; all others in nature and dan. 
palicity. The ſubjects of his Ihyllia are purely 
3 but he is not ſo * in his perſons, 
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A 8. introduced capers and fiſhertnen as. W ll 
28 ſhepherds. He as apt to be long in his deſcri- 
ptions, of which that of the Cup in the firſt pa- 
floral is a remarkable inſtance. In the manners 
he:feems a little detective, for his ſwains are ſome- 
times abulive and immodeſt; and perhaps too 
much inclining to ruſticit 1 For inſtance, in his 
fourth and fifth Ayia. But tis enough that all 
others learn'd whoa excellencies from him, and 
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that his Dialect alone has a ſecret charm in it 


Tho ſome 


. as this 


which no other could ever attain. 
Virgil who copies Theocritus, refines upon 5 
original: and in all points where Judgment has 
the incipal | t, is much ſuperior to his maſter. 
his ſubjects are not paſtoral in 
themſelves, but only ſeem to be ſuch; they have 
* wonderful variety in them which the Greek 
WS 4 ſtranger to. He exceeds him in regularity 
and brevity,” and falls ſhort of him in nothing 
but ſimplicity and propriety of ſtyle ; the firſt 
of which perhaps was the fault of his : age, and 
the laſt of his language. 
Among the moderns, their ſucceſs has been 
- greateſt who have moſt endeavour'd to make theſe 
_ ancfents their pattern. The moſt conſiderable 
 -Genwws appears in the famous Taſſo, and our 
| Spenſer. Tafſo in his Amunta has as far excell'd 
all the Paſtoral writers, as in his Gieruſalemme he 
has outdone the Epic Poets of his country. But 
Piece ſeems to have been the original of a 


new fort of — the Paſtoral Comedy, in 
Tah, 
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ſiſts in nene the beſt fide only uf a gehende ET 
life, and in concealing its miferics. Nor is it 
enough. to introduoe ſhepherds diſcourſing tage- 
cher, but a regard muſt be had 1 
_ 4” that it oontain ſome particular beauty in itfelf, 
and that it be different in every Eblogue. . 
ſides, in each of them a deſign d {cence or o 
is to be preſented to our view, which thould like- 
wiſe have its variety. Thus Varicty' is obtain d in 
a great degree by frequent ct iſons, dran 
from the moſt agreeable objects 85 the country; . 
by interrogations to things inanimate; by beauti- 
ful digreſſions, but thaſe ſhort; ſometimes by in- 
; — a little on n and laſtly by 
elegant turns on the words, which Neue the. 
numbers extremely {weet and pleaſing. As for 
the numbers themſelves, tho they are properly 
of the heroic meaſure, they ſhould be the imbothett, : 
= - moſt eaſy and flowing imaginable. — 
It is by rules like theſe that we ought to jud; ge 
of Paſtoral. And ſince the inſtructions given for 
any art are to be deliver d as that art is in 
ction, they mult of neceſlity be deriv'd from thoſe 
in whom it is acknowledg'd fo to be. Tis there- 
fore from the practice of Theocretus and V rea, 
(the only undiſputed authors of Paſtoral) that 
the Criticks haye drawn the ann. notions 
concerning it. 
8 Theueritus excells all tbers i in nature and Gin | 
plicity. The _—_ of his IAyllia are purely 
3 but he is not ſo * in his perſons, 
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as —— ds. ae is apt to be — in bis deſeri« 
ptions, of which that of the Cup in the firſt pa- 
fioral is a remarkable inſtance. In the manners 
he ſeems a little detective, for his ſwains are ſome- 
times abulive and immodeſt, and perhaps too 
much inclining to ruſticit 35 for inſtance, in his 
fourth and fifth Ayia. But tis enough that all 
others learn'd Vera excellencies from him, and 
that his Dialect alone has a ſecret charm in it 
which no other could ever attain. 
Vingil who copies Theecritus, refines upon ;his 
original: and in all points where Judgment has 
the principal part, is much ſuperior to his maſter. 
Tho' ſome of his ſubjects are not paſtoral in 
themſelves, but only ſeem to be ſuch; they have 
a wonderful variety in them which the Greek 
was a ſtranger to. He exceeds him in regularity 
and brevity, and falls ſhort of him in nothing 
but ſimplicity and propriety of ſtyle ; the firſt 
of which perhaps was the fault of his a age, and 
the laſt of his language. 
Among 


the moderns, their ſucceſs has been 
greateſt who have moſt ende aver d to make theſe 
ancients their pattern, The moſt conſiderable 
Genius appears in the famous Taſſo, and our 
Spenſer. Taſſo in his Aminta has as far excell'd 
all the Paſtoral writers, as in his Gieruſalemme he 
has outdone the Epic Poets of his country. But 
as this piece ſeems to have been the original of a 
new fort of youre: the Paſtoral Comedy, in 
e nah, 
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"I it cannot ſo well be conſider'd as a copy. 
of the ancients. Spenſer's Calender, in Mr. Dryden $ 
opinion, is the moſt complete work of this kind | 
which any Nation has produc'd. ever ſince the 
time of Virgil. Not but he may be thought im- 
perfect in ſome few points. His Eclogues are 
ſomewhat too long, if we compare them with 
the ancients. He is ſometimes too allegorical, 
and treats of matters of religion in a paſtoral 
ſtyle as Mantuan had done before him. He has 
employ'd the Lyric meaſure, which is contrary 
to the practice of the old Poets. His Stanza is 
not ſtill the ſame, nor always well choſen. This 
laſt may be the reaſon his expreſſion is ſometimes 
not etal enough: for the Tetraſtic has 
oblig'd. him to extend his ſenſe to the length of 
four lines, which would have been more cloſely 
confin'd in the Couplet. 1 1 10 
In the manners, thoughts, and ſn he 
comes near Theocritus himſelf; tho notwithſtand- 
ing all the care he has taken, he is certainly in- 
ferior in his Dialect : For the Doric had its 
beauty and propriety in the time of T. heocritus ; 
it was uſed in part of Greece, and frequent in the 
mouths of many of the greateſt perſons; whereas 
the old Engliſh and country phraſes of Spenſer þ 
were either entirely obſolete, or ſpoken only by 
people of the baſeſt condition. As there is a dif- 
ference betwixt ſimplicity and ruſticity, ſo the ex- 
preſſion of ſimple thoughts ſhould be plain, but 
not clowniſh. Tlie⸗ addition he has made of a 
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repeat the ſame deſeriptior 1 
three months pee or WIE n it was. exhauſted 


.Bcl ogues i is. = beautiful : ſince 
15 19 that general moral Of innocerice 
e y, which is common to other authors 

32 oral, he has one peculiar to himſelf; he 
ures but man Life to the ſeveral Seaſons, and 
at once expoſes to his readers a view of the great 


— 


and little worlds, in their various changes and 


aſpects. Yet the ſcrupulous diviſion of his Pa- 
ſtorals into Months, has oblig'd him either to 


cſeri aption,” in other words, for 
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Tide to a0 ; nen hem: he 
Has not that Fry in it to fur- 


niſh every month with a particular deſcription, 
as it may every ſeaſon. 


Of the following Eclogues I ſhall only ſay, 
that theſe four comprehend all the ſubjects which 


the Critics upon I Heocritus and Vir Ky will al- 
low to be fit for paſtoral : That = have as 


much variety of deſcription, in reſpect of the ſe- 


veral ſeaſons, as Spenſer's: That in order to add 


to this variety, the ſeveral times of the day are 


_obſery'd, the rural employments in each ſeaſon 


or time of day, and the rural ſcenes or places 
proper to ſuch employments ; not without ſome 


regard to tlie ſeveral ages of man, and the diffe- 
rent ny 3 to each age. 
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Here on green banks the bluſhing vi'lets glow; 
Here weſtern winds on breathing roſes blow. 
III ſtake my lamb that near the fountain plays, 
And from the brink his dancing ſhade ſurveys. 


D A P HNIIS. Tx 
And I this bowl, where wanton ivy twines, 


And ſwelling cluſters bend the curling g vines: 


Four figures riſing from the work rear, 


The various Seaſons of the rowling year; 
And what i 1s that, which binds the radiant sky, 
Where twelve bright Signs in beauteous order lie ? 
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Then * by turns, by turns the Muſes ſing, 


Now hawthorns bloſſom, now the d aiſies ſpring, 


Now leaves the trees, and flow rs adorn the ground; 
**. the tes ſhall echo to the ſound. 
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Belard and Eloiſa flouri/Þd in the twelfth Cemury; they 
were tum of the raft diſtnguiſtd per of thew age in 
44 Haring und beatty, bas for #othing more famous than 
for their unfortunate paſſim. After long conrſe of Calamnies, 
they retiredeach to a ſeveral Convent, and conſecrated the re- 
VN mainder of their days to religion. It was many years after this 
ſeparation, that a letter of Abelard's to a Friend which conta 

the hiſtory of his misfortunes, fell into the hands of Eloiſa. This 
awakening all her tenderneſs, occuſiom d thoſe celebrated letters 
(out of which the following is partly extracted) which give 
fo lively a pifture of the flruggles of grace and nature, virtue 
and paſſion. ) 8 
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